Book review – “ADMERGILL WITH BLACKO AND BROGDEN –
THE HISTORY OF AN ANCIENT PENNINE ESTATE”
by John A Clayton
This is not a book which is
likely to be read widely
outside this part of
Lancashire and Yorkshire
or by those not doing
specific research. However, for

According to the author, the head-man
leading villagers, including children,
around the boundary, would carry a gaily
decorated staff and tap on the boundary
mark stones with it. Our present-day
leader, Phil Sipocz, will, next May, be
suitably equipped!

those who are interested, it is a fascinating
read, and Barrowford man and historian,
John Clayton, has obviously drawn upon
his vast local knowledge to write a record
of what is only a tiny part of this crosscounty border region, which gives rise to
the fact that Blacko is a now parish in two
counties. The story stretches back to the
Iron Age, and the history of this 840-acre
estate starts by referring to ancient
boundaries, talking about the ceremony of
“Beating the Bounds”. The reviewer was
alarmed (and amused) to read that Blacko’s
annual re-enactment of this ancient act,
which, of course, passes through Admergill,
is flawed, procedurally, so to speak.

Blacko School and the Ebenezer Chapel
present their

SERVICE OF CAROLS
in the Chapel on
Sunday 5 December at 2pm
followed by refreshments

A warm invitation to everyone!
Ready to Beat the Bounds on 23 May. Will
Phil Sipocz (far left) have a smart new stick
next year (see above)?

(and that certainly applies to all
Sunday Services at 10.30)

Much reliance has been placed upon
what is probably the earliest map of the
area, drawn up in connection with a legal
dispute in 1580. That centred around
land at “Whitemore”, and the
reproduction of the map contains
references not just to “Blackho”, but also
“Fullridge”
and
“Barnolswicke
Common”, although Admergill uses its
present-day spelling. Blackho Hill was,
then much bigger, its present reduced
size being caused by extensive quarrying.
This enthralling book is a must for
anyone living in the modern Parish of
Blacko, extended in 1985 to include the
detached part of the West Riding Parish
of Brogden (which, in turn, includes
Admergill) with a desire to unravel the
history of our immediate area and
explore its relationship to the wider
region, which Admergill certainly has. It
is well-worth the price, and is obtainable
from Pendle Heritage Centre.
Author – John A Clayton; Publisher –
Barrowford Press ISBN 978-09553821-6-1; 104 pages, softback;
£7.99

The Chairman of the Parish
Council extends a warm
invitation to join him at the
War Memorial
for the
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

at 10.50 on
Sunday, 14th November
Tea and biscuits will be served
after the morning service in the
Chapel
BLACKO HOSPICE COMMITTEE

“Allo, Allo!” The first of two themed nights
organised by Blacko Events Committee at
the Rising Sun on 8 May. The next was a
Tapas Night on 14 August. Kelly and John
Ingham hope to host an Events Committee
wine tasting in the run-up to Christmas
What is the connection with Herr Flick
(above) and the Rising Sun? Answer next
time

Chairman, Jean Kippax reports …….
The Tea at Three in August was once
again a great success and raised £779.48,
which included the sale of Christmas
cards and calendars. I have a set left, so
ring me on 612264 if you would like to
buy it.
At the Village Sports Day we raised
£271. The tub at the Rising Sun yielded
£31.60 and £47 at the Cross Gaits. As
the two tubs have been replaced by more
secure ones, we will not benefit from
them anymore, as they will be emptied
by the Hospice.
Donations have amounted to £365, and
the bank balance stands at £2,074.
Many thanks to everyone who has
supported us.

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Cheryl Barnes, who for the last couple

SCHOOL ACCOLADES
Blacko School is no stranger to

of years has done an excellent job as clerk to
Blacko Parish Council, stood down in August.
Her successor is Hazel Dean, no stranger to
parish councils, as she is presently clerk at
Reedley Hallows.
Hazel, who lives in
Nelson, will continue in both posts, and she
has a sound background in local government,
having retired recently from Blackburn with
Darwen Borough Council.
There is another vacancy to fill, that for a
councillor. Parish Councils are seen as a vital
strata of local government, and it is
anticipated that more powers will be
delegated to them, so these are interesting
times. Would you like to join the team? If so,
have a word with one of the councillors.
Pendle Council no longer forwards hard
copies of planning applications to parish
councils, it all now being done on-line, which
has meant a change in venue for the meetings
of the council from the chapel to the school.

academic achievement, but its pupils are
doing pretty well too in the nonacademic field.
Headmaster, Mark
Harrison, reports that this year in tag
rugby the school was first in both the
Champions of Pendle and Burnley
tournament and the Pendle Phoenix Cup
of Rugby. The school team also won the
Barnoldswick Rugby League Cup,
winning all six of its matches. Village
rugby hero, Brian Foley, is their coach.
In the Aviva Lancashire Small Schools
Indoor Athletics Competition in
Blackpool, the school came second, and
won the Special Educational Needs
Indoor Curling Competition, and SEN
Athletics Competition.
In the world of art, they won the
Sainsbury’s
Recycling
Poster
Competition. Well done!

“BLACKO LIFE” 30 YEARS AGO
Time flies!
Many will remember
Lancashire Life’s feature on Blacko in the July
1980 edition (costing 55p). Katrina Harulow
came across a copy when she was sorting her
late mum’s effects, and passed it on to Blacko
News. The double-page spread (in black and
white) opened with “Blacko has a double
distinction. It is a former best-kept village, and
yet escaped the dragnet of Jessica Lofthouse’s
Lancashire Villages. “Best-kept” does not, of
course, necessarily mean quaintest, nor does it
mean most interesting……. The hamlet is not
so much picturesque as pleasant, with cottages
intermingled with between-the-wars and postwar houses. It is an attractive village, in a
beautiful side-of-a-valley setting, criss-crossed
by an abundance of footpaths through heavily
buttercupped fields. As you’d expect with a

best-kept village, Blacko cares about its
appearance. So when a house utterly out of
character was built three years ago, Blacko did
not just raise an eyebrow: it raised the roof,
with angry letters to the Nelson Leader…… All
that Blacko can do now is to make sure there’s
no repetition, and to this end, there’s been a
petition against further development on the
west side of Gisburn Road.
Not for nothing, however, is Time called the
great healer. With its passage, attitudes will
doubtless change, and Blacko’s controversial
house will be less a sore thumb, more of an
accepted example of architecture of the 1970s,
just as 19th Century Gisburn Road has come to
terms with its mow mellowed property of the
1930s.
Maybe, 90 years ago, there were those in

Blacko who objected when Jonathan
Stansfield, Barrowford grocer, built the hilltop
tower, which now
dominates the local
skyline………. But now it is not only accepted,
but is regarded with affection.”
It rounds off with “No longer is it a
somewhat remote place. It’s somewhere to
commute from: two communities in one –
indigenous farming folk and the retired, and
what you might call the toers-and froers. And
both, let it be said, know a nice place when
they see one.”
But that’s not all.
The magazine’s
“Weddings” pages features that of David John
Barrow and Annetta Bland, now long-serving
Willaston Avenue residents.
Netta said
recently “When we got married we lived in
Barrowford, and we used to walk up to Blacko,
hoping that one day we might live here!”
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